
SCA MA AmeriCorps alum Joshua Reynolds calls 
for the Trump administration to fully fund CNCS, 
the government agency responsible for AmeriCorps. 
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Newly-Proposed Federal Budget Would Eliminate Important National Service Program 
By Joshua Reynolds, Student Conservation Association (SCA) Massachusetts AmeriCorps Alum 

Note: This letter appeared in the February 16, 2018 print edition of the Dedham Times 
 

I was very dismayed to learn on February 12 that 
the newly unveiled federal budget proposal calls 
for the complete elimination of the Corporation 
for National and Community Service (CNCS), the 
federal agency which manages the program 
known as AmeriCorps.  Founded in 1993, 
AmeriCorps was conceived as a means to 
stimulate national service and volunteerism 
among young adults - addressing community 
needs including education, environmental 
conservation, disaster response and relief, public 
health, and infrastructure.  Since the program was 
founded, approximately 1 million individuals 
have served, delivering 1.4 billion hours of 
service to their communities.  In return for their 
service, AmeriCorps members receive a modest 
monetary award designated for paying educational 
expenses or student loans.   
 
I grew up in Dedham, and after earning my BA at 
Hampshire College with a concentration in 
environmental studies, I enrolled in an 

AmeriCorps program based in the hill-towns of western MA.  Known as “SCA Massachusetts 
AmeriCorps,” this program is a partnership between AmeriCorps and the Student Conservation 
Association.  As a member of this program, I spent 10 months living on Department of 
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In addition to teaching 
environmental science, Reynolds’ 
volunteer service included doing 
trail maintenance in several state 
parks. 

Conservation and Recreation (DCR) property with 23 other young adults and several staff 
members.  My service time was split between five months of teaching environmental science 
lessons and afterschool programs in western MA elementary schools, and five months of 
conservation work and trail maintenance in state parks across MA.  During this time, I received 
incredible hands-on training in both education and conservation skills, training which is directly 
responsible for several jobs I have held since, including most recently leading volunteer trail 
crews for the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. 
 
I think it is very sad that national service and volunteerism are 
being deprioritized by our current presidential administration's 
budget plan, a budget plan which is far from balanced and 
would add literally trillions to our national deficit over the next 
10 years.  AmeriCorps is a good program and a good 
investment for America.  AmeriCorps addresses important 
community needs while providing young people with job 
training and helping them pay for school.   
 
I encourage Dedham residents who may find this program 
valuable to reach out to our representatives: Senators Elizabeth 
Warren and Ed Markey, and Representative Stephen Lynch.  
Please let them know that protecting the AmeriCorps program 
is important for our nation. Thank you for your consideration!  
 
Joshua Reynolds 
 

### 
 

The Massachusetts Service Alliance (MSA) invests in community-based organizations and 
institutions that rely upon volunteers and people engaged in service to meet their community’s 
needs.  Through investing, convening, advocating, and building capacity, MSA develops and 
supports initiatives that incorporate service and volunteerism as effective strategies to address the 
pressing needs in the Commonwealth. 
 
The Student Conservation Association (SCA) is America’s largest and most effective youth 
conservation service organization.  SCA conserves lands and transforms lives by empowering 
young people of all backgrounds to plan, act, and lead, while they protect and restore our natural 
and cultural resources.  Founded in 1957, SCA’s mission is to build the next generation of 
conservation leaders, and 70 percent of its 85,000 alumni are employed or studying in 
conservation-related fields. 
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